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O ur loving, joyful mother, Margaret Elizabeth Goranson Loverin, “Betty”, went

to be with her Lord peacefully on the morning of September 12, 2020. She
lived a life exemplified by love and generosity and was a positive, strong and

encouraging friend to all those who had the privilege of knowing her. She loved life

and that joy was reflected in her contagious smile as she radiated Christ’s love to
everyone she met. Her welcoming heart loved easily, laughed often, and always made

room for one more at the Loverin family dinner table.

Betty was born April 25th, 1927 in Keene, New Hampshire and embodied her strong New England

roots throughout her life. She had a wonderful childhood growing up in Laconia, New Hampshire
with her parents and brother Ed, and often told the story of receiving .25 a week allowance in

which she promptly gave .10 for the church collection plate, .10 for the weekly movie, and .5 cents
for popcorn. As an active, young woman she was involved in the Laconia Congregational Church
youth group and spent summers lifeguarding on the shores of Lake Winnipesaukee and

swimming to Mile Island from the cabin her father built on Paugus Bay. She graduated from
Laconia High School in 1945, married the love of her life, Robert Paul Loverin in a 1947 Christmas
wedding, and graduated in 1948 with an RN degree from Hartford Hospital School of Nursing. It

was then that she began the most enjoyable and treasured role of her life, that of wife and mother,
having six children from 1948 to 1963, and welcoming each new arrival with love and enthusiasm.

We became a military family in 1953 and our first station was Wheeler AFB in Hawaii. As a young
mother and newly minted officer’s wife, Mom flourished in the true Hawaiian culture, learning to
hula, becoming involved in the Officer’s Wives Club and raising her young children in the idyllic

and untouched beauty of the Hawaiian Islands. For the rest of her life, Hawaii would always hold a
special place in her heart. Throughout the next decade, the family was stationed in Germany and

at many different bases in the USA, before settling at McChord Air Force Base in 1966. For the
next 53 years, Mom’s annual Christmas letter was sent to friends near and far, a testament to her
deep and abiding friendships.
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Mom was a giver and had a servant’s heart as was evident in her full life both before and after
retirement. She and Dad joined Oberlin Congregational Church in 1966 and remained active

members for most of their lives. Mom retired from the State after 20 years as a nutritional
consultant, and in her “spare time” she was a loving and involved grandmother as well as a valued

volunteer at Madigan Hospital.

Mom lived her faith and left that legacy to her children. We take great comfort in knowing she is
now reunited with her cherished husband Bob and with a host of beloved family and friends who

filled the Loverin household over the past 54 years. She is survived by her six children: Linda
Rein, Peg Loverin (Suzy), Jan Pritchard (David), Bob Loverin (Jane), Nancy Loverin (Dick), and

Don Loverin (Kathi), nine grandchildren, eight great grandchildren and seven great great
grandchildren. She was deeply loved and will be greatly missed.
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DL Don Loverin posted:

October 12 at 8:07 AM

MR Mary Raybell posted:

Betty was a Christian guiding light to me. Good advice, humor and care for others. She knew how to

bring people together to get work done for the Lord. I do remember she liked corned beef cabbage

dinners.Mary RaybellShe always had a smile for me. I appreciate the work Betty and Bob did for the

church and anyone needing help.David Raybell

September 20 at 3:12 AM

Anonymous sent a Fiery Lily and Rose to the Loverin family.

September 18 at 5:37 AM

RW Rod Wedge posted:

Betty was a wonderful, cheerful, enthusiastic part of life for me and my late wife, Priscilla. Her small

group leadership helped our spiritual growth tremendously. She and Bob were both valued friends

who always made us feel welcome in their home. I have too few words to fully express my sympathy

to her family. Blessings, Rod Wedge

September 16 at 8:46 AM

AM Amy posted:

One of my favorite memories: I was visiting Grandma and Grandpa one summer and has decided to

go running at the park at Fort Steilacoom. I had headphones in and noticed a car following me out of

the corner of my eye. I was a bit concerned as I ran faster and it continued to follow me. I mustered

up the courage to look behind me and prepared for the unknown... There was Grandma. She had

tracked me down only to roll down the window as ask, "Do you want to pick blackberries with

me?"She always took time to enjoy the small things, spend time with those she loved, and always

always enjoyed a treat. I love you Gram!

September 15 at 12:24 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Margaret (Betty) by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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